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2012 E.C (2019/20) Academic year 

                              Third Quarter History Handout 3  on Unit -8 for Grade 11 

Name ________________________________ Section ___________ 

Major Events of the 16
th

 century Ethiopian Region and the Horn of Africa and their 

Impacts 

                                         8.3. The Oromo Population Movement  

 The 16
th

 century history of the Horn of Africa tells of the appearance of frequent wars 

and population movements. The population movements of the Afar and the Somali as 

well as the Oromo were the cases in point. In this section we will see in detail about the 

Oromo population movement. 

8.3.1. The Original Homeland of the Oromo 

 There are different views about the original homeland of the Oromo. 

- Some claimed that the original place of the Oromo was the southeastern highlands. 

- Oromo oral traditions, on the other hand, told us that the Oromo original homeland was 

the south-central highlands. 

- Recently discovered evidences suggested that the east of the Rift Valley lakes, around 

the course of the Genale River was the original place of the Oromo. 

- Madda Walabu was the political and religious center of the Oromo and is found on the 

Bale-Sidamo borderlands. 

 

8.3.2. Causes for the Oromo Population Movement and Expansion  

 The main factors for the Oromo population movement and expansion were:- 

o The prevalence of war and chaos in the Horn of Africa in the second half of the 15
th

 and the 

early 16
th

 centuries. 

o The changing of the natural environment of the Oromo homeland. For example, climatic 

changes. 

o The growing number of the population of the Oromo. 

o The search for pasture for their growing cattle. 

       8.3.3. Oromo Institutions and Social Organization  

 The Oromo had their own political, economic, social and religious institutions even 

before their movement. 

 The Gada system  

o It is the political, economic and social organization of the Oromo. 

o According to the Gada system, Gada classes succeed each other every eight years in serving 

the Oromo people in the military, political, social and religious positions. 

o The male members of the society are expected to join the Gada classes and at the same time 

they are required to pass through a number of age grades. 

o The duration of one age grade is eight years. 
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o People are promoted from one age grade to the next as they advanced in age. 

o The young Oromo people obtained trainings in the first five age grades, which serving them 

as schools. 

o The sixth age grade (41-48 years) is known as gada, in which political, social, military and 

ritual leadership is attained. 

o The Chaffe was the supreme body of the Gada system. 

o The head of the Chaffe was elected democratically from among the gade age grade. 

o The head of the Chaffe was known under the title Abba Bokku or Abba Gada. 

o There was also the Abba Dula and the Abba Sera, who served as the commander of the 

army and the enforcer of the traditional Oromo laws respectively. 

o A one Abba Gada and other officials will serve for eight years. 

 The economic activities of the Oromo’s before the advent of their movement and 

expansion were as follows:- 

 Pastoralism  

 Sedentary  agriculture  

 The Oromo had their own traditional religion in which they worshipped one chief god 

known as Waqa (sky god). 

o According to this religion, the Qallus played an important role as intermediaries between the 

Oromo people and the Waqa. 

o The Oromo people highly reputed the Qallus. 

-  

      8.3.4. Directions and Stages of the Oromo Population Movement  

 Before the beginning of their movement, the Oromo people categorized into the Barentu 

and the Borana confederacies. 

- Both confederacies were the combinations of smaller divisions and clans. 

- The Borana confederacy comprises Mecha, Tulama, southern Borana and Guji clans. 

- As far as the Barentu confideracy was concerned, it includes Karayu, Marawa, Ittu, 

Humbana, Akachu, Wollo and Arsi clans. 

 The Oromo population movement and expansion believed to have started around 1522 

and lasted until 1618. 

- The movement was carried out in two major directions in the Ethiopian region. 

- Accordingly, the Barentu spread from north to the south and the Borana moved from 

north to west. 

- The movement also went as far as Kenya and Somalia. 

 The Oromo population movement had two stages. 

- During the first stage which was in the first half of the 16
th

 century, the movement was 

small and slow. 

- The second stage witnessed a large- scale movement and it took place from the mid-

16
th

century till1618. 
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8.3.5. Consequences of the Oromo population movement for the Ethiopian region and the    

                                                         Horn of Africa  

- Following the Oromo population movement and expansion, the Oromo began to settle in 

the new areas they expanded. 

- The appearance of ethnic and cultural intermingling between the Oromo and the 

conquered peoples. 

- The Oromo population movement and expansion resulted in the demise of the kingdoms 

of Damot, Wollega, Bizamo and Enarya. 

- The weakening of the Christian Kingdom and the Sultanate of Adal was also partially 

attributed to the outcome of the Oromo population movement and expansion. 

- As far as the Oromo people were concerned, following their expansion, the Oromo 

started to run sedentary way of life and became agriculturalists. 

- The Oromo’s conversion into Christianity and Islam was also evident after their 

expansion and movement. 

 The secrets behind the success of the Oromo population movement and expansion were 

list down hereunder:- 

o The Gada system which provided training and military organization. 

o The involvement in the expansion of almost the whole society was another reason. 

o Moreover, the Oromo were brilliant in utilizing the horse during the course of their 

expansion. 

o The Oromo institutions such as Medhicha or Moggassa (adoption into a clan of a tribe) and 

Guddifacha (a form of parent adopting a child) can be considered as a factor for their swift 

success. 

o Furthermore, the Christian Kingdom and the Sultanate of Adal were in a position of 

weakness when the Oromo population movement set off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“What matters in History is what people believe, not what 

the truth is.” 
                                                         BY David Chapple 
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Name __________________________________ Section __________ 

Third Quarter History worksheet 3 For Grade 11 

I. Choose the correct answer and write it on the space provided. 

__________1. Which one of the following was not affected by the Oromo population  

                         movement and expansion? 

A. Damot                 B. Wollega         C. Bizamo        D. none 

__________2.One of the following was belonged to the Barentu confederacy? 

                     A. Tulama           B. Mecha             C. Akachu                     D. all 

__________3. The followings were the factors for the success of the Oromo except one? 

A. The Gada system 

B. The Oromo’s skill in fighting on the horse back 

C. The exhaustion of the Christian Kingdom and the Adal Muslim Sultanate 

D. none 

__________4.The major economic activities of the Oromo before their movement and  

                      expansion were ________ and _________? 

                     A. Agriculture and Fishing                              C. Agriculture and Trade    

                     B. Pastoralism and sedentary agriculture         D. none  

_________ 5. The political and religious center of the Oromo was called__________? 

        A. Moggassa             B. Humbana        C. Madda Walabu        D. none 

II. Match the following questions under column “A” with their appropriate answers under 

column “B.” 

                   “A”           “B” 

_______6. Medhicha                                    A. Commander of the Oromo army 

_______7. Guddifacha                                  B. The supreme body of the Gada system                                                                             

_______8. Chaffe                                          C. The head of the Gada system  

_______9. Abba Gada                                   D. A form of parent adopting a child 

_______10. Abba Dula                                        E. Adoption into a clan of a tribe                  

 


